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Spring seems to have come and gone in a flash did you miss this scene? 

As always the flowers in the Church on Easter Sunday were the best! 



Our Services this Month 

May 2018 

6th May 2018   Rogation  

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am Rivenhall Hall Farm Rogation Service 
 

10th May 2018  Ascension Day 

7.30 pm St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

13th May 2018  Sunday After Ascension 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

20th May 2018   Whitsun (Pentecost) 

St Francis   No Service as Confirmation at Rivenhall 

10.00 am St Mary’s  Service of Confirmation  
 

27th May 2018   Trinity Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Pentecost (Whit Sunday)  

thoughts from your Team Vicar. 

While driving through Witham recently, I found myself behind a de-

livery van with a somewhat distinctive cartoon character displayed 

on the back, promoting a particular brand of snacks. Underneath 

was the strap-line of 'good-to-share', no doubt with the intent of en-

couraging people to buy said products whilst out shopping. Of course 

this is just one of the many ways in which advertising takes place 

these days, and advertising is pretty much everywhere. On the tele-

vision (excluding the BBC of course), in magazines and newspapers, 

on billboards, and in more recent years all over the internet too.  In 

almost every case, there is a promise or at least an indication that 

your life will in one way or another be more enriched, meaningful, 

rewarding, taste better, look better, sound better, etc etc if you 

should choose (or can be persuaded) to part with your money for 

whatever it is being offered to you. 

But does this ever fulfil what it promises? I suppose one could say 

that to a greater or lesser degree it should do. After all we live in a 

country where advertising standards demand that there is some de-

gree of honesty, and fair transparency as to what you will actually 

receive or experience relative to the expectations of purchase.   

Whether or not you experience or feel something at a deeper or on a 

more significant level is another question. Of course we all need food 

to eat, drink in one form or another to keep us hydrated, and clothes 

to wear (if that is where your mind may now be when thinking about 

all this), but is it really better, bigger, brighter or whatever else is 

being claimed than the competitor (s), or even at all? Will it really 

satisfy as expected? Sometimes it may, but at others, perhaps not. 

And yet the greatest thing of all, the potentially most fulfilling and 

satisfying, and rewarding like nothing else is already on offer to us 

all. And even better, offered freely and indiscriminately to all who 

are open to receive it. A relationship with God through Jesus. It may 

well be that as you're reading this, and Easter for this year has now 

become a hazy memory. But if we take our faith seriously we are 

called to do our best to live the life of the risen Jesus day by day. 

Not just at particular times of year, but the whole year through and 

yet, for many people, this isn't always easy. Living in a world which 

it seems is stricken with conflict and political tension and disagree-

ment between nations, could have the potential to take the shine out 

of life. And yet, if we should feel this for these or other reasons, we 

do well to remember God's promise through Jesus to always be with 
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us (Matthew 28:20b), and moreover to even hold and support us 

through the trials and challenges which life can bring. 

This month we are especially reminded how God's presence through 

Jesus is largely made a reality in our daily lives today.... Now we 

can read our Bible, but we need something to bring the text alive. 

We can go to church to worship but we need something to realise 

God's presence among us. We can pray in earnest, but we need 

something to make that connection to God for us through Jesus' 

presence. That 'something' in each case (and perhaps you can think 

of other ways in which you know or feel God with you in life too) is 

the Holy Spirit. God presence in the world today, and through whom 

our relationship with God in Jesus is realised. 

Well on the 20th May we celebrate Pentecost (Whit Sunday) once 

more. Often thought of as being the Birthday of the Church, and 

when the Holy Spirit was first poured out into the lives of all people 

who would come to the Lord. And yet, as alluded to above, this gift 

beyond price, God's Holy Spirit through whom we can all have the 

opportunity to experience the risen Jesus, and the restored relation-

ship with God through him, is offered freely and openly to us all, 

without price. 

I would imagine that everyone reading this will have at one time or 

another purchased a product or experience – possibly following hav-

ing seen it advertised in one way or another, but afterwards feeling 

as though it just didn't live up to the advertisements' expectations, 

or satisfy in the way hoped for. But our relationship with God 

through Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit has the potential to 

exceed and go way beyond our expectations; not as a 'one off', but 

day after day, and year after year. 

So this month, no matter what we may choose, let's all also gra-

ciously accept the gift of God's Spirit in our lives anew, and be eager 

to share the transforming presence of the Spirit with others too. 

May I wish you all a joyous and Spirit-filled season of Pente-

cost over the weeks ahead. 

Paul Watkin. 
*************************** 
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The 50/50 Club March 2018 winners   

1st A Allan,   2nd J Prime,   3rd T Scott 

 

From the Registers April 2018 

Weddings  None   

Funerals 

Albert Edgar (Bert) 5 April 2018 

Patricia May Briffa (Pat) 19 April 2018 

Dennis Murton 24th April 2018 

Christenings  None 

Collects and Readings May 2018 
, 

6th  May 6th Sunday of Easter 
Rogation Sunday Lillian’s Farm 

Readings 

Isaiah 55:1-11 

Acts 10:44-48 

John 15:9-17 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

11 am May 6th 

Rogation Service  

We are celebrating Rogation 

this year at Rivenhall Hall 

Farm just North of Rivenhall 

Church CM8 3PG 

Come along and see the new lambs and the crops  

Thankyou to Robert Pearce for providing this wonderful 
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10th May  Ascension Day 
Holy Communion 7.30 pm Rivenhall 

Readings 

Acts 1:1-11 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 

help us to seek and serve you, 

that we may join you at the Father’s side, 

where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 

now and for ever. 

  

13th May 7th Sun after Easter 
Holy Communion 

Readings 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 

Collect 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

20th May  Pentecost 
Holy Communion  & Confirmation 

Readings 

Acts 2:1-21 

Romans 8:22-27 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Collect 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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27th May  Trinity Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

Collect 

Holy God, 

faithful and unchanging: 

enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 

and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 

that we may truly worship you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 **************************************** 

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMES ARE CHANGING 

Please make note the mobile library will only visit Rivenhall 

every 3 weeks in future as follows:- 

The Mobile Library visits every: 

3 weeks 

Day of visit: Monday Time of visit: 9.20am to 9.50am 

Route: Mobile Library 1 week 1 

Next visit dates 

23 April,  14 May, 04 June, 25 June,   6 July,  06 August  

         ************************************* 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd APRIL 2018 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Anderson, Clark, 

Turner and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 1 member of the public. 

Matters for discussion 

ECC financial inefficiencies 

A number of queries were raised about ECC Highways costings for 

repairs and Highways Panel schemes undertaken by Ringway Jacobs. 

Repair to damaged village sign 
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The Clerk continues to make enquiries regarding the repairs to this 

sign and, in due course, the submission of an insurance claim. 

Annual Report & Annual Parish Assembly 

Members reviewed a draft copy of the Annual Report and agreed to 

sign it off for printing with the additional item of details of the 

30mph stickers for wheelie bins. 350 copies are to be produced and 

delivered prior to the APA on 1st May. 

The Clerk also updated Members on the agenda for the APA. 

Planning and the ‘Village Envelope’ 

Following the granting by BDC of a planning application which 

crossed over the agreed Village Envelope it was agreed that the 

Clerk write to BDC requesting confirmation of their policy towards 

the Village Development Envelope in relation to what their officers 

describe as ‘Planning Balance’. 

Data Protection Regulations & Data Protection Officer 

There was nothing further to report at this stage, and there remains 

uncertainty as further information is still awaited from EALC/NALC. 

Potters Crossing – Public Inquiry 

The Inquiry is due to resume on Tuesday 25th September 2018.  

Individual programme details will be available in due course. 

Highways & PRoW matters 

 ECC Highways had notified of daytime road closures for resur-

facing works along Church Road/Park Road/Western Road for 

3 days from 18th April and overnight closure of Colemans 

Bridge, 14th May for 2 nights – 8pm to 6am. 

 The increasing number of potholes has been reported to ECC. 

 The A12 Southbound slip still requires cleaning and repairs. 

 Construction of the footway/cycleway along Little Braxted 

Lane has now commenced. 

Maintenance 

(a) Replacement tree at Foxmead. 

Cllr. Clark will liaise with the maintenance contractor 

for the purchase and planting of a replacement Moun-

tain Ash at the entrance to Foxmead. 

(b) Grass cutting programme. 

It was agreed that the maintenance contractor be re-
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quested to commence grass cutting with effect from 10th 

April. 

(c) Items of concrete have been dumped on the grass verge 

at the junction of Henry Dixon Road and Oak Road. 

(d) The maintenance contractor will be requested to trim 

back the shrubbery near the junction of Henry Dixon 

Road and Oak Road. 

(e) The maintenance contractor will be requested to trim 

back the vegetation close to the glass bus shelter in 

Rickstones Road. 

Planning Applications 

18/00580/FUL: Pre-school nursery – rear of Rivenhall Village Hall 

Following a detailed discussion, it was agreed by majority vote to 

make representations to BDC that although no objection is raised rel-

ative to this application, and given the fact that this is a much needed 

educational pre-school facility housed in a modular non domestic 

style building with limited operational hours, it is, nevertheless, situ-

ated outside the local Village Development Envelope. 

Further reference to previous application 17/01730/OUT – 

Land south of Rickstones Road 

Members considered the additional documentation included on the 

BDC website relative to this application and following discussion, it 

was agreed that additional objections be notified to BDC as follows: 

The site of this proposed new development is NOT within 

Witham North Ward but lies entirely within Rivenhall Parish – 

this is important because the educational contribution is being 

promoted for Witham; 

The existing mature hedge is NOT of low value. There are at 

least 9 species of trees/shrubs in what is for much of its length 

a double hedge of at least 3 metres width and contains a great 

variety of wildlife; 

There is no safe crossing of Rickstones Road proposed for chil-

dren to access the local schools from either this proposed de-

velopment nor Rivenhall Park, which is currently being devel-

oped. 

Planning Results 

18/00101/FUL: Storage unit – Rivenhall Place. 

Application granted by BDC. 
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17/02068/FUL: Demolition of existing dwelling and replacement 

with 2 no. houses – 23 Church Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

Nothing further to report at this stage. 

Bradwell Quarry 

RPC comments relative to the latest planning application for site A5 

were forwarded to ECC following the March meeting. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The next Liaison Meeting scheduled for 11th April. Communications 

with the site agent and ECC planning had taken place regarding the 

path alongside Little Braxted Lane that had been agreed as part of 

the planning consent (now commenced).  

Braintree Local Highways Panel 

It was confirmed that all Rivenhall schemes are still included in the 

programme. 

Reports from PC Representatives 

Cllr. Prime gave a brief report from the last Passenger Transport 

Representatives meeting. 

Information exchange and items for the May agenda 

 Would the council give support to an event to mark the 100th 

anniversary of the end of WWI?  Cllr. Turner indicated that it 

was possible that the Millennium Committee would give sup-

port. 

 It does not appear that any BDC enforcement action has been 

taken against the ongoing unauthorised access at a property 

in Oak Road. The Clerk will write to BDC to request an up-

date. 

 It was reported that littering along rural verges has got worse 

again - the Chairman will continue to raise this with BDC. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 1st May at Rivenhall Village Hall and 5th June at Henry 

Dixon Hall, both at 8pm. The May meeting to follow the APA which 

starts at 7pm. 

*********************************************** 
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Devonshire: Apple In and Out 

 8oz  self raising flour 

 4oz shredded suet 

 2oz caster sugar 

 2 cooking apples cored and cut into chunky pieces 

 Water to mix 

Set oven to 180 gas 4 

Mix dry ingredients together in a bowl and stir in the prepared  

apples 

Put into a greased pie dish and bake for 45 minutes until gold-

en brown 

Adding a sprinkling of demerara sugar before baking will give it 

a crunchy 

Topping. 

Serve with custard, ice cream or cream. 

 

Delicious!  PS, works with most fruits. 

 

************************************************* 

Sky Notes  May 2018 

As the nights continue to shorten through May, summer twilight re-

turns by the end of the month. Even at local midnight, on the clear-

est nights it is possible to see that the sky is a deep twilight blue 

along the Northern horizon. 

The late evening sky is this month dominated by Jupiter, which 

reaches Opposition on May 9th, the date on which it is opposite the 

Sun in the sky, visible almost all night also closest to us. On the night 

of the 27th the Moon will pass close to Jupiter, both to be seen quite 

low in the South around midnight. 

Full Moon this month is on the 29th and our nearest neighbour in 

space is now swinging low to the South where it will stay through the 

summer months. 

Saturn and Mars remain early morning objects but Mars continues to 
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brighten ahead of its brief few weeks of glory in high summer when it 

will outshine even Jupiter. 

Venus slowly improves through May, becoming slightly brighter and 

better placed, though still fairly low in the West as evening twilight 

deepens. It will be joined by the young crescent Moon on the 17th. 

This is an ideal time of year to look for Earthshine – where the “dark” 

portion of the Moon glows from the Sun’s light being reflected from 

the Earth. In the modern era, we understand Earthshine very well 

and the Apollo astronauts could see with their own eyes how brightly 

the Earth appeared in the sky from the Moon and that it is the 

Earth’s clouds that appear brightest, reflecting much more sunlight 

than the oceans or the land. 

But observers of the night sky many centuries ago obviously had no 

such information and it took the genius imagination of Leonardo Da 

Vinci to work out why the dark portion of the Moon could be seen 

when the Moon was a crescent. Indeed Earthshine is sometimes 

called the Da Vinci Glow. 

Imagination was one thing Leonardo had in abundance. His note-

books include sketches of flying machines, tanks, scuba gear and 

other fantastic devices centuries ahead of their time. In Leonardo's 

Codex Leicester, c1510, there is a page entitled "Of the Moon: No 

Solid Body is Lighter than Air." He stated his belief that the Moon has 

an atmosphere and oceans. The Moon was a good reflector of light, 

Leonardo believed, because it was covered with so much water. He 

then took the logical step of explaining that the “ghostly glow” seen 

on the Moon was due to sunlight bouncing off Earth's oceans and, in 

turn, hitting the Moon. 

He was completely wrong about water on the Moon, but he was the 

first (as far as we know !) to understand the principle of light reflect-

ed from the Earth reaching the Moon and illuminating it. 

The best period for observing the starry sky with no Moon will be mid

-month. Looking south at 11pm, the bright orange coloured star Arc-

turus will be at its highest. Roughly half way down the sky between it 

and the horizon will be Spica, a blue/white star that is over 260 light 

years away from our Solar System. In the West, the last of the win-

ter constellations are sinking low whilst looking to the East, the con-

stellations associated with summer are becoming more prominent, 

notably Cygnus which has a bright portion of the Milky Way running 

through it, best seen from dark rural locations. 

 Sky Watcher 
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End to End Nature Care. 

Spring has arrived: numerous plants are coming into leaf and/or 

bloom; many insects have reached their adult stage and are active-

ly seeking mates to begin the next generation; healthy ponds are 

full of tadpoles and will soon be inhabited above by damselflies, 

dragonflies and clouds of gnats; birds are busy nesting and many 

are already feeding their first broods; the early butterfly species are 

on the wing and those which overwinter as eggs will now be cater-

pillars hungrily feeding as on the emerging foliage; and by the time 

you read this the End to End Nature Care group will have com-

menced their summer of meeting on every Wednesday evening, 

right through to September. 

To give a flavour of this year’s activities, we include churchyard vis-

its to examine the geology in the walls and the plants and animals 

enjoying the surrounding land; botanical surveying for those of all 

levels of ability (including absolute beginners – we all have to start 

somewhere); some walks in local areas of potential natural interest, 

or in recognised nature reserves, just to see what we might happen 

upon; our regular surveys of glowworms in the valley of the River 

Brain; freshwater dipping to examine the biodiversity of the River 

Blackwater between Bradwell and Coggeshall; plus a couple of sum-

mer butterfly safaris to see how many species we can see. All are 

very welcome at all of the events which are largely free of charge 

(unless we have a guest guide, when a small donation may be ap-

propriate). The events for May and early June are listed below but 

the full schedule can be seen on our website www.e2e.silverend.org 

where we will also post occasional photographs from our activities, 

or you can ring Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180 for de-

tails. 

Of particular note is a rare opportunity to visit Northey Island, 

which sits in the Blackwater estuary. Owned by the National Trust it 

is accessible only via a tidal causeway and is thought to have been 

the site of the Battle of Maldon, fought in 991AD between Vikings 

camped on the island and Saxons based on the mainland. The 

bloody encounter, described (and perhaps augmented) in an Old 

English poem but also mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, was 

won by the Vikings, the outcome leading soon after to the first pay-

ment of ‘Danegeld’ effectively paying the Vikings to go away, alt-

hough almost inevitably it just meant they came back for more. All 

being well there will be no Vikings present when we visit on 30th 

May. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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A Tribute to Dennis Murton  

15 December 1930 — 4 march 2018 

 Dennis always lived in Rivenhall, in the same house where he was 

born, together with his parents and sister Faith. He attended Riv-

enhall school and then went on to Braintree high school, where 

prayers and hymns were sung every morning. 

Dennis was only nine years old when he joined the choir at St 

Mary’s church. The vicar at the time was Reverend Swann. He 

asked the teacher if any of the boys would like to join the choir. He 

looked at Dennis  and said  “your mother can sing, so we will put 

your name down Dennis“ Dennis was soon appointed to help the 

priest with Holy Communion distribution which he continued to do 

until very recently. 

Dennis loved being out in the fresh air and as soon as he left 

school, at the age of fifteen he was keen to work on a farm and he 

02 May 
2018 

19:15 
for 

19:30 

Terling churchyard for wall geology and spring 
plants. Meet at 19:15 at Stovern's Hall Farm 
(TL825172) to car share or at 19:30 at the church 
(TL773148) 

09 May 
2018 

19:30 St. Nicholas church, Church Street, Witham, for 
wall geology and churchyard survey. Meet at the 
church (TL817153). Parking available in local side 
streets. 

16 May 
2018 

19:30 Spring flowers and birds at Rivenhall Thicks. Meet 
at the sugarbeet stand by the sharp bend in the 
Rivenhall/Silver End road (TL822187). 

23 May 
2018 

19:30 Botanising in Tiptree. Meet at 19:15 at Stovern's 
Hall Farm (TL825172) to car share or at 19:30 in 
the car park of the New Times, 87 Maldon Road, 
Tiptree CO5 0BN (TL891156). Might be best to 
park in side roads. Bring hand lens, field guide 
and camera. 

30 May 
2018 

18:00 
for 

18:30 

Visit to Northey Island (an ambling circuit). Meet 
at Stovern's Hall Farm at 18:00 to car share or at 
the causeway entrance (TL868056 - parking lim-
ited) at 18:30. Numbers are limited so please con-
firm attendance with Simon. 

06 June 
2018 

19:00 
for 

19:30 

National Plant Monitoring Scheme at Abbotts Hall 
Farm, Great Wigborough CO5 7RZ.  Meet at 
Stovern's Hall Farm at 19:00 to car share or at 
Abbotts Hall at 19:30. Bring hand lens and plant 
ID guides. 
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worked at Bowers Hall Farm at Silver End  ,before going on to work 

at Scripps Farm at Coggeshall  to gain more farming experience. 

This meant cycling from Rivenhall to Coggershall, to be at the farm 

at 7 am each day and in the evening he would attend “The Young 

Farmers.” 

A large garden and an allotment kept Dennis busy and he always 

appeared content, enjoying the company of other gardeners. He 

belonged to the Rivenhall gardening club and he was very proud of 

his produce (See Picture) which he often gave to others to enjoy. 

He had a yearly competition with friends to see who could grow the 

first and best cucumber. For the past two years Dennis provided 

the oranges for our Christingle services at St Francis and St Mary’s 

at the beginning of January every year. 

Dennis presence will be missed, especially by the choir , he was a 

member for 78 years. and after being a member for 75 years he 

was presented at church  with a clock  . He seldom missed attend-

ing church each Sunday .Dennis favourite hymn was “Oh Jesus I 

have promised”  and it was one of the hymns chosen by him for his 

funeral , how appropriate (the first line  of the hymn being ,Oh Je-

sus I have promised to serve the to the end )  
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

May 1894 we saw the event of the opening of a new memorial 

chapel erected by Mrs. M. Porter (now a private home).  Mrs Porter 

formerly of Springholds, Rivenhall now residing in Hastings.  The 

Opening services of the new Congregational Chapel was well 

attended with the preacher Re. A. Rowland or Crouch End, London.  

A public tea was afterwards served in the Workmen’s Hall presided 

by Miss N. Chopping, Mrs Moore, Miss Taber and others.  About 130 

persons sat down 

From the Rivenhall Parish magazine May 1960 tells us about The 

Vestry and Annual Church Meeting from the 4th April.  Our newly 

appointed Rectory of that time was David King.  We are informed 

that Mr. Pearce was re-elected as Rector’s warden and Mr. Turner 

re-elected as Peoples warden.  To the Ruri-decanal conference were 

elected Mr. Coleman, Mr. Scott and Mrs. King.  To the Parochial 

Church Council were elected the following Mr. A. Gurton, Mr. S. 

Gurton, Mr. Bedford and Mr. Alston.  Mrs Wardlaw, Mrs. Bedford, 

Mrs. Raine, Mrs. Howe, Miss Chalk and Miss Ridgeon.  Mr. Daines 

was added to the list of sidemen. 

May 1967: St. Francis Candle Snuffer:  Following the tradition that 

the person who extinguishes the candles at Matins shall be a young 

person in the pre-confirmation stage, Miss Susan Hiskey now 

replaces Miss Linda Evans, who has now been confirmed; as 

announced in church recently, there will be opportunity for young 

people of both sexes at St. Francis to learn to be Altar Servers, to 

help with mid-week services during holiday periods 

1982 we recall the memory of Gertrude Alice Gurton whom passed 

away the month before aged 91 years.  Gertrude lived a great deal 

of her long life in Rivenhall.  She had many activities within the 

village which included assisting her late husband in his sexton’s and 

caretaking duties both with regard to the church and also the old 

church hall.  My mother had recalled to me that she was a good 

flower arranger in the church.  She was a great part of the village 

and there were many mourners at the funeral.   

 

 



24 

Around the Parish 

Last Autumn, Simon Taylor of End to End Nature Care sent me 

a walk he had devised that encircled the combined parishes of 

Rivenhall and Silver End.  All based on rights-of-way and minor 

roads, the route tries to follow the parish boundaries where it 

can. 

So at 09:15 on the sunny morning of 5
th
 April I set off from home, 

walking through the Henry Dixon under-pass and along to the 

bridleway near Appleford Bridge.  It was a tranquil scene at 

Coleman’s reservoir where several anglers were trying their luck 

and the wildfowl were washing and preening themselves.  Many 

Bumble Bees were clumsily active around the lush green new 

spring growth.   

After Coleman’s Farm I headed up Braxted Lane to the traffic 

lights at the intersection.  I peered into the triangular piece of 

rather scruffy un-managed land between the lights and the A12.  

Quite unexpectedly I saw the largest, most colourful patch of 

violets I have ever seen, like a beautiful purple-blue speckled 

carpet (I would wager money that few or any of us knew they 

were there).  Strolled purposefully up Motts Lane, I took the new 

bridleway bridge over the lines and walked by the track, along 

Holly Walk and down Rectory Lane.  Again there were many 

violets colouring the verges (now more white flowers than blue).  

Along Oliver’s Lane I trod, but I had to default to a field headland 

because part of the path was still under-water from recent rains.  

After Whitehead’s Farm I joined Temple Lane and strolled to 

Cressing Church (many Roman tiles to be seen in the walls of 

the older part of the nave).   

Along much of this walk I was accompanied by the sound of 

skylarks singing heartedly as they hovered in the sky above.  

Between Egypt’s farm and Goslings Farm I twice disturbed 

hares on the cross-field paths: it is always a lovely sight to them 

(unless they are in your carrot patch!).  I never saw any Muntjac 
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deer, but their small prints were much in evidence on this stretch.  

Having survived the shooting season, several startled pheasants 

and partridges flew-off at my approach.   

Simon’s route then led me into Silver End, past the Western Arms 

and round Parkgate corner.  From the Wayfarer’s Site I headed to 

Rook Hall then joined Sniveller’s Lane: in this area, primrose 

blooms were very much on display.  I particularly like the 

tranquillity of this bridleway (which sadly will be very different if 

the new route of the A120 comes this way).  I passed by the back 

of Hoo Hall and over the railway line at Porter’s Crossing: this 

crossing is threatened with closure, and if this occurs, the 

residents of Rivenhall End will be cut-off from this lovely part of 

their Rivenhall’s countryside. 

I then headed across the fields to the A12 footpath/cycleway 

opposite Durwards Hall (now irritatingly called Kelvedon Park 

despite being in the parish of Rivenhall).  For the final few half 

mile I was subject to the battering of traffic noise as I headed 

back to Whitelands.  The walk had taken me exactly five hours 

and I did it non-stop in one go.  This was 15 miles in five hours. 

Simon’s route envisaged starting and finishing at Rivenhall 

Church which would make his full walk seventeen miles. 

************************************ 

Janet C Davies Lady Funeral Director 

Invites you to Light a Candle at 

A Service of Thanksgiving 

On  Sunday 13th May 2018 at 3.00pm 

at 

St Mary's Church, Bocking, Braintree 

Our Annual Service of Thanksgiving will take place in May for 

families who have lost a loved one recently or in the distant 

past who wish to' Light a Candle' in their memory. This very 

special Service of Remembrance will take place on Sunday 13 th 

May 2018 at St Mary the Virgin Church, Bocking in Braintree at 

3.00pm. 
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During the service those attending will be given a candle and 

invited to bring the candle, with the name(s) of their loved one

(s) to the altar for a blessing. This is a wonderful service in 

which to give thanks for those we love and have lost, everyone 

is most welcome to come along with family and friends. 

It is hoped this service will give families the opportunity to 

celebrate and give thanks for the lives of those who have died. 

This service, in the lovely surroundings of Bocking's beautiful 

Parish Church, is open to anyone who would like to attend. 

Bereavement is a disturbance of life's regular course that is 

deeply painful and distressing. It is likely to be encountered by 

us all. At the time of suffering it is a bewildering and often very 

lonely and frightening experience. Death will strike the young 

and the old, the expected, the unexpected, the Christian and 

the non-believer. Each bereavement is unique and through 

bereavement we encounter some of the deepest realities of our 

existence and the fact is that everyone who dies leaves behind 

someone with a need for help, the bereaved. 

Lady Funeral Director Janet Davies understands that grieving 

doesn't end on the day of the funeral. Janet explained, "I feel 

privileged to be able to offer support and comfort by arranging 

this Annual Service of Remembrance. 

For further details please Contact Janet C Davies Funeral 

Directors on 01376 339300/573691 

Lead roof and metal thefts 

It’s not just old properties that are targeted by metal thieves 

commercial and residential, rural and urban properties also attract 

their attention.  

Check your roof regularly, better to discover something is amiss 

before a theft is added to with water ingress damage. 

We all need to work together and report any suspicious activity. 

Rarely will roofing contractors be working at night, people around 

buildings or on roofs using torch light, acting furtively, vehicles you 

don’t normally see in that area or using that lane to an isolated 

property, are just a few that may be cause for concern – report on 

101 or 999 if a crime is being committed. SEE IT REPORT IT. 

With our heritage properties and churches if we don’t help protect 

them there is real danger they could be lost for this and future 

generations.   
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I have listed below a few crime prevention tips in relation to metal 

theft, but not all will apply to your property as each location may 

have site specific issues: 

 Make it difficult for the thief; where possible remove any 

climbing aids i.e. bins and ladders. 

  Make it difficult for the thief; metals can be heavy so make 

them walk a distance by securing gates when possible, and 

keep wheel barrows and wheelie bins locked away. 

 Make it difficult for the thief; keep sheds and outbuildings 

secure with good locks               (see www.soldsecure.com ), 

it adds insult to injury if they have used your tools and 

ladders. 

 Maximise surveillance by sympathetically cutting back shrubs 

and trees where possible. 

 Cultivate the neighbours to watch over your property and 

report any suspicious activity whilst it is happening. 

 External lighting for security? If someone can see the lighted 

area or notice when the PIR activated lights have come on 

light it, if not the only person to benefit from lighting is the 

thief. 

 Illusion of occupancy – things like a light and radio left on 

inside ect. 

8. Consider using a forensic marker suitable for roofs (see 
www.securedbydesign.com ), and if you have it ensure that 
you have clear signage at possible climb points like downpipes 
and at your perimeter. 

9. Consider a roof top alarm and possibly CCTV (see 

www.nsi.org.uk  or www.ssaib.org ); again if you have 

security flaunt it, ensure you have clear signage displayed. 

 Consider planting prickly shrubs at possible climb points and 

to reinforce boundaries to deter the thief. 

 Consider the use of anti-climb paints, but remember not 

below 2m and signage must be displayed. 

 If you use a non-lead roofing alternative – put signage up to 

show you have done this. 

Further useful advice can be found on the internet including these 

webpages: 

https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/
theft-metal-church-buildings/theft-metal-church-buildings.pdf/ 

http://www.soldsecure.com
http://www.securedbydesign.com
http://www.nsi.org.uk
http://www.ssaib.org
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/theft-metal-church-buildings/theft-metal-church-buildings.pdf/
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/theft-metal-church-buildings/theft-metal-church-buildings.pdf/
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http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/other-crime-
prevention/728/metal-theft/  

http://www.ecclesiastical.com/churchmatters/churchguidance/

churchsecurity/theftofmetal/index.aspx 

If you know who is committing crime contact the Police using the 

101 non-emergency number or call Crime stoppers anonymously 

on 0800 555 111  

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's monthly meeting, incorporating the Daffodil Show, 

was held in Rivenhall village hall on Tuesday 10th April 2018. 

Chairman, Mrs Pat Clark, welcomed members and visitors. 

Fuchsia cuttings to be grown on for the Summer Show were 

available and member Cyril Philpott, an expert on Fuchsias, gave 

us the benefit of his knowledge with regard to the growing and 

care of them in order to produce prize winning exhibits. 

It is always a pleasure to welcome Malcolm Bradbury, our Judge 

for the Daffodil Show. 

Best Daffodil Bloom  Daffodil Society's Diploma 
Daffodil Society's Bronze Medal Miniature Daffodil Award 
SUSAN DONNELL  SUE NORTH 
 
The Alpine Shield  Photographic Class 
SHIRLEY BACON  KAREN DAKIN 
 
Domestic Class- Easter Biscuits Junior Class-An Animal Face 
KAREN DAKIN  JACK DAKIN 
After the judging Mr Bradbury spoke to us about daffodils in 

general and answered questions. 

MONTHLY CLUB COMPETITIONS Horticultural 

1st Pat Clark 2nd Shirley Bacon 3rd sue North 

Domestic 

1st Jenny Claydon 2nd Shirley Bacon ( 2  entries only ) 

Flower of the Month 

1st Maurice Bacon 2nd Vivienne Dee 3rd Pat Clark 

http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/other-crime-prevention/728/metal-theft/
http://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/other-crime-prevention/728/metal-theft/
http://www.ecclesiastical.com/churchmatters/churchguidance/churchsecurity/theftofmetal/index.aspx
http://www.ecclesiastical.com/churchmatters/churchguidance/churchsecurity/theftofmetal/index.aspx
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The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 8th May, at 7.30pm in 

Rivenhall village hall. This will be a BRING AND BUY event to 

which all members and non-members are welcome. There will be a 

variety of stall including plants, books, cakes and miscellaneous 

items and there will be a raffle and refreshments. Club 

competitions ( members only) : Horticultural – any vegetable. 

Domestic – fruit cake to recipe in your schedule. Flower of the 

Month. For further details please contact the Club Secretary on 

01376 512781. We look forward to seeing you. 

Witham Choral  Press Release 

Singers invited to sing Vivaldi’s Gloria  

Witham Choral will be presenting a concert on 9 June 2018 at 

Witham United Reformed Church at 7.30 p.m. singers are invited to 

join the choir to sing a well-known favourite choral work: Vivaldi’s 

Gloria. Visiting singers can either attend the weekly rehearsals or the 

afternoon rehearsal on the day – or both!  

“Also on the programme will be Handel’s wonderful Coronation 

Anthems: everyone knows Zadok the Priest but the others are 

splendid too.” Musical Director Patrick McCarthy told us, and added 

“it will be an uplifting and joyful performance.”  

Accompanying the choir will be members of the Colchester Bach 

Orchestra who will also provide instrumental pieces from the 18th 

century. 

Witham Choral rehearsals are from 7.45 to 9.45 p.m. at Witham 

United Reformed Church on Tuesdays from 17 April. 

Tickets for the audience will be £10 (£5 for those in full-time 

education) and for singers £5. They are available from choir 

members, from 01245 380958 and also from Witham Tourist 

Information Centre in the Town Hall on 01376 520627. 

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 
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Saturday 19th May 

Bonfire Service and Social 

A Whitsun (Pentecost) evening Bonfire service 
followed by  

a social with baked potatoes, sausages, coffee, Tea etc or 
bring what you like to drink 

The Service will commence at 7.30 p.m. 

At the bottom of the Churchyard 

  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

****************************** 

Witham Choral  
presents 

 Gloria! 
  

  

  
 

Vivaldi: Gloria 

Handel: Coronation Anthems 
Wendy Watkins, Mary McCarthy (sopranos) 

Catherine Wood (alto) 
 

with members of the 

Colchester Bach Orchestra 

Conductor, Patrick McCarthy 
 

Saturday 9 June 2018 at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Singers are invited to join Witham Choral in Vivaldi’s Gloria: 

rehearsal details and tickets from 01245 380958 

Witham United Reformed Church, Newland Street, 

Witham CM8 1AH 
  

Tickets: £10, £5 full-time education from 

Witham Tourist Office in the Town Hall at 01376 502674, from choir 

members or 01245 380958  

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk  
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library April Monday 23rd Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



All in the space of 

three weeks we went 

from this to spring 

and then summer. 

These pictures were 

received too late for 

the Easter Magazine  

But merit inclusion 

here 

We had a won-

derful Concert 

at St Mary’s on  

the 14th April 

a performance 

by the 

Braintree Male 

Voice choir  

Thank you 

Bryon  




